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A NEW CLUB PROJECT

SEAMS are currently as I write in final negotiations to purchase a W.H.Allen heavy oil engine and its associated Alternator. The engine is currently located in Sussex in a dismantled condition and will be moved, thanks to a most generous offer of free space to Paul Cook’s museum at Hurst Farm, Crawley Down where club members will be able to come and assist with its restoration. As yet no firm plans are made as to whether it will be permanently mounted on a base adjacent to the museum or skid mounted so that it could be lifted and taken to shows or loaned to other venues. For safety reasons and for the privacy of the current owner, we cannot at this stage say where the engine is located or when it is likely to move to Hurst Farm but rest assured the committee will inform the membership as soon as it arrives.
As the joint instigator behind this project I can say I am excited at the prospect of seeing this engine go to a good home as she is rather special and I will elaborate more on this once she is ours at Hurst Farm. I must thank the committee for backing my initial suggestion and hope that you the membership agree with their decision to go ahead, also the current owner for agreeing to part with what is currently his pride and joy. As yet there is a lot to be discussed and agreed about the engines future but I think this will be an excellent project for us all to be involved with. I look forward to seeing you at a Hurst Farm working party sometime soon.
Mark Tewkesbury

COACH TRIP TO DOVER
The coach trip to Dover will take place on 22nd May at a price of £30 per head. Tickets will be allocated on a first come first served basis due to limited number of spaces, so make sure you get in quick!


SMUTTERINGS: FAKING ABOUT
It won’t have escaped your notice that throughout the recession, collectibles that normally take a pasting like classic cars have in fact risen in value. As investors loose faith in banks and building societies where the interest rate is punitive to savers, they choose to invest in physical things that can be enjoyed. This has resulted in a buoyant market for old cars, motorbikes and yes, stationary engines. Engine prices across the pond have risen in recent years and anything interesting or unusual can now command up to 5 figure sums and nearly all side shaft engines come in at four figures. As the pound is relatively weak against the dollar this has all but stopped the importation of USA engines to the UK. Indeed, engines are now going back the other way as they seem less costly to our USA counterparts. Whilst the rise in engine prices may seem a good thing to anything but newcomers, it does make it more interesting to the unscrupulous few who see the opportunity to make something out of nothing. There has always been a legitimate interest in creating replicas of engines that no longer exist or are so rare as to be unobtainable or unaffordable. This at least allows such engines to be shown working and the Otto and Langen replicas built by Wayne Timms are an excellent example of this. There is also the situation where a few parts of an original engine are rebuilt to a complete engine, is this a restoration or a replica ? I guess it depends on how many new parts are made.  
However, there is as always a dark undercurrent and the motto, Caveat Emptor (buyer  beware) is as valid for our interests as it has been in the antique trade for years where faking has been going on for centuries. The inclined cylinder Robinson ‘chip shop’ engines have been copied in the past and replicas bought years ago seems to have disappeared. Is this surprising? no because  no one exhibits a replica, merging into the background after changing hands many times they become ‘originals’ commanding a much higher price as a result. It doesn’t stop at replicas, about 15 years ago; I bought a hot air fan from the last batch made by an Indian toy manufacturer. It was not a copy of anything in particular and was intended simply to function as a hot air fan which it does admirably. I have since seen the same type of engine, repainted and less the rather conspicuously modern chrome plated fan cowling, at an engine show being labelled as an early 20th century KyKo hot air engine. At best the owner was the unfortunate target of a fraud and I did not have the heart to tell him. In the USA the unusual Springfield engine commands a very high price yet there are now what are considered replicas of these around. When deciding to shell out a lot of money for an engine consider a few things,
1) Could it be made for less money than is being asked? Many small power engines comprise a few simple castings and making a batch can be very lucrative.
2) Is the manufacturing method what would be expected for the engine date? eg flat surfaces on old engines were nearly always planed leaving parallel machine marks across the surface. The top face of the Robinson hot air engine is often like this. If it’s dead smooth, and I have seen some like this, it may have been surface ground.
3) Rust is easy to fake, don’t rely on it as a sign of originality
4) Most small power engines made from castings were ‘bodged’ by amateur engineers as all they wanted was something that they could use. I have several of these which needed complete re-engineering as screws are tapped at all angles and very little looks neat and true. A modern copy would likely be better engineered as would of course a restored example.   	
It’s not all gloom and doom, only the very rare which command high value, or the very small which are easy to copy, are presently at risk of replication. However considering the rising prices and the fact that a small Blackstone can now command up to £8000   or even more, Caveat Emptor….

Richard Amos 
     
MYSTERY ENGINE
On the 21st Feb I had a call from my son Jason saying he had found an old stationary engine lurking in the back of a friends garage, it turns out the engine was included in a garage clear out of a man who had passed away. Jason then asked is I knew what a Wagstaff engine was? I replied I had never heard of one, he then said they were from Basingstoke, still I was no clearer so some pictures were sent (by phone) magic huh, well it was still no clearer.  He then saw a plate with Hartop on, the fog started to clear. After a phone call to a member of our club Tony Pierce I was directed to our very own Hartop specialist who told me the numbers I gave him were off a saw bench. By this time more photos had arrived. Mark then identified what this engine and saw bench was. The engine is a Farebanks Morse Jack Junior 1hp hit and miss open crank model and quite rare (1912). After asking what was wanted regarding price, the guy decided to search the internet for what a Hartop and bench was worth and came to a price. After talking to mark I decided the price was acceptable and arrangements were made to collect it on Wednesday 2nd March. So with an early start mark and I set off to Southampton on what turned out to be a very good day. With weather great and the engine and saw bench in good condition apart from some coats of paint they were untouched and ready for some tlc. So with everything loaded we headed for home to get ready for the task ahead. During these 9 days I was like an expectant father, having virtually no sleep and not being able to eat properly with the excitement of having a new baby. During this time there were many long phone calls and emails with pictures and now both Mark and I are happy with our new additions, me with the engine and mark with the saw bench. The next morning after another restless night, I proceeded to start dismantling the new arrival, it came apart quite easily, cleaned and examined I could see what it needed to put it back to original as it had been converted to high tension, with low tension parts being disposed of some time ago. At this time Mark is giving me the benefit of his knowledge and time so I am not sure of his progress on the Hartop saw bench but there will be more to come as the work advances.
Chris Page
                                       
FIND OF A LIFETIME 

How many of us dream of finding something rare and interesting, just ripe for restoration. These days opportunities are getting less but new member Chris Page landed himself a real lucky find.
As is often the case this story started with a phone call. “Hi Chris here, I’ve just found a Hartop Engine and Sawbench. It’s a model K, 2 horsepower, open crank and hopper cooled.” I was a little confused. Yes Hartops made open cranks but not a K type and never hopper cooled. Then the penny dropped. “Ah the plate refers to the Sawbench, so where is it fitted on the engine?” Unable to answer me straight away Chris offered to send me some photos his son had taken. This revealed everything. The nameplate was fitted to the ripping fence, which had been chucked in the crankcase of the engine. The engine itself immediately shouted Fairbanks Morse but looked different to the headless Z type that it resembled. A quick glance through Wendel’s bible showed it to be an H type or Jack Junior, 1 horsepower and quite an early import dating from 1910-16. A check with Patrick Knight initially suggested the engine was a rarity and subsequently has been dated to 1912 and is only the second one he knows of in this country. Indeed searching the internet has suggested they are rare even Stateside. Affixed to the engine is a nice brass plate stating Wagstaff & Co. Agricultural Engineers, Basingstoke. We were told at the time of collection that the engine and sawbench had been purchased second hand from Wagstaffs, however research so far lean towards Wagstaffs being the original supplier of the engine. They obvious worked together at some point as both items have been over painted in the same green.
Having now got the Sawbench home after Chris wisely decided that little fingers (his grandchildren) and large sawblades don’t mix, I have been able to compare it with my portable Model K set. This one is a standard basic workshop model and as such has a much thinner cast iron table and smaller fence. It has no guards at all, although there is provision for them to be fitted and a cruder wire belt shifter. The bearings have seen better days and the locking handle for the belt shifter is missing but other than that a very nice find. It is only the third model K or fixed table saw bench I know of.
Mark Tewkesbury

CLUB BBQ
Please can you get your BBQ RSVP slips in ASAP as we need to know numbers. Thanks.

THE VILLAGERS CHARITY EVENT
On the 18/19th June the Villagers Charity Event supported by S.E.A.M.S will take place at Stubb Cross Farm in East Wittering, PO20 8PJ. Please contact Philip Dyson on 01243 776739 for further details. Please support this event.


SOUTH DOWNS – 20TH MARCH
Once again S.E.A.M.S were invited to put on an engine display at the South Downs nursery, Hassocks. So on a gloriously sunny Sunday more than 30 engines and displays turned up, with a very good and varied selection. By about 10am all the engines were up and running with the exception of Tony’s with a mag problem and mine! I was having great trouble starting my Petter M type and after many fruitless attempts, I gave up. Malcolm come over and said he would give it a go, so he gave it a hefty swing and it fired once the starting handle had flown off and hit him just below the knee – well I didn’t know he was such a good dancer! When he had stopped hoping about we had a look at his injury and it had swollen to the size of a tennis ball and was extremely painful. I am however happy to report that there has been no permanent damage! I spoke to him the following day and he said that after applying ice packs for a couple of hours all was fine and that next time I could start my own engine. Earlier in the day I had been unloading a mill from my trailer and was offered help by John Peters but said I could manage (famous last words), as the mill came down the ramps my foot slipped and I fell to my knees and the mill crashed to the ground. Luckily there was no damage done to the mill, which I was particularly glad of as it belonged to Tony Pierce who was watching me unload it! Apart from the mishaps it was a really good and enjoyable event which seems to be getting increasingly popular so thanks for supporting this event.
Peter Hoyles

MAY 7TH & 8TH – WEST GRINSTEAD CHURCH
On the 7th and 8th May West Grinstead church will be holding a Food Festival and Engine weekend. Fred and Doris used to be heavily involved in this event, so please support this one in memory of Fred who was a great supporter of S.E.A.M.S. Please phone Mark on 01403 254809 for further details.

 (
1927 Petter Handyman 5hp driving vacuum pump 
£570
1949 Lister JP4
£750
2x Harvey frost cranes 
£150
Denning cake breakers and Bamford cake breakers
£45 each
Lister round fuel tank 30 gallons
£25
Call Ron on 07879 211094
) (
Amanco 2 ¼ hp 1916 
Good runner
£600 ono 
Nick Giles 01243 536167 
)SALE










EVENTS 

	Date
	Event

	May 2nd
	Amberley Museum Engine day – contact Ian 07850 209401

	May 8th 
	Cobbs Mill – Peter Hoyles 07931 306135

	May 14/15th
	Mills open weekend

	May 21st & 22nd 
	The Bill Target Memorial Steam and Vintage Rally – contact 07791 092525

	May 22nd
	Coach trip to Dover

	May 28/29/30th
	Cuckoo Rally at Laughton – contact Dave Anstiss 01323 811264

	May 30th 
	Staplefield Classic Show and Country Fair – contact Ian 07850 509401

	June 11/12th 
	WAPG Steam and Country Show at Oare in Wiltshire – contract Graham Raymond 07843 583855

	June 18/19th 
	SCHVPT Show at Gabrial’s Farm, Edenbridge – contact Paul Brown 01883 715490

	June 18/19th 
	The Villagers Charity Event, Stubb Cross Farm, East Wittering PO20 8PJ – contact Philip Dyson 01243 776739

	June 25/26th 
	CSVAC Rally at Newton Vallance 

	July 9/10th 
	Ardingly Classic and Vintage Show – contact Tony Pierce 01273 591426

	July 30/31st 
	Kingsley Steam and Vehicle Show – contact Tony Haydon 01420 474298

	July 30/31st 
	Ringmer Steam and Country Show – contact Mr Radbourn 01903 233240

	August 6/7th 
	Seddlescome nr Hasting Vintage Show (to be confirmed)

	August 13/14th 
	Bluebell Vintage Vehicle Show with stationary engines on platform

	August 21st 
	Cranleigh Classic Car Show + Engines?

	August 27/28/29th 
	Rudgwick Steam and Country Show – contact Terry Hand 01403 823262

	September 4/5th 
	Balls Cross Vintage Show – contact Tony Hayden 01420 474298

	September 10/11th 
	Heyshott Country Show (to be confirmed)

	September 11th 
	Saddlecombe Farm – contact Peter 07931 306135

	September 17/18th 
	Fishers Farm S.E.A.M.S show

	September 24/25th 
	Kingsfold Rally – contact Alan Cullen 01342 327852

	October 8/9th 
	Weald and Downland – contact Peter 07931 306135

	November 5/6th 
	Giants of Steam at the Bluebell – contact Ian 07850 209401




Web:   www.seams-stationaryengclub.co.uk
Email:    seamsclub@hotmail.co.uk
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